THE POLYNESIAN.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT NONOLULU, OANU, HAWAILIAN ISLANDS.

J. J. JARVES, Eopiron.]

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 1844.

e ——— —— B —_—

FOBTH Lo

From the Opal, a Pure Gift for the Holy Days.

A TJdOUGHT OVER A CRADLE.
BY N. P. WILLIS,

1 sadden when thou smilest to my emile,

Child of my love! I tremble to belie. e

T hat o’er the n.inor of 1hat e;e of blue

The shadow of my he urt will alwauys puss;

A he vt that, fLon its strucgle nil]‘a tte world,
Comes nizhtly to thy gusrded cradle hone,
And, corseless of the staining dust it b i s,
Asks for its idol ! Strange, that flosess of earth
A e visited by every air tht stirs,

And drink in swee'ness only, whi'e the child

T hat shuts wi‘hin its bie st a bloom fur hewven,
May take a blemish f omn the b.esth of love,
And bear the blight fore.er.

I have wept
With gladness at the gift of this fuir child !
My life is bound up in her! B, oh God !
Thou kno v’st ho v he wily my he it at times
Beurs its svect burthen ! and if Thon hast given
To nurture such as Thine tlas spotless tloser,
To brin g it unpolluted unto Tlhice,
T ke Thon its love, | pray thee! Gve it lizht—
Though, follo ving the sun, it turn f om me !
But, by the cho d thus wrunz, and by the light
Shining about, draw me ta my child,
And link us close, oh God, when neir to heiven !

COMMUNICATED.

M E X1 C O,

Report on its Finances under the Spanish
Government, since s independence, and
prospects of their improvement under the
Presidency of His Eccellency Don Autonio
Lopez de Santa Jlana; with calculations
of the Public Debt—Foreign and D mesiic—
Average of Estunales, Revenue and Ecpen-
dilure; to which are added T.uibles illusira-
tive of its Commercial, Manufacturing, and
prohibitive policy, and Remarks on Coloni-
zation;—the whole intenled for the infor-
mation of Merchants, Emigrants, and the
holders of Mecican Binds,

By RoserT Cuicvron Wynnik.
(Continued.)

But it will be at once obvious to ev-
ery one that it Swla dana had per-
mitted the old system of revenue antici-
pations, Loan and paper jobhing and usuri-
ous contracts to prevail, that desirable peri-
od, so longed [ir by the bond holders, would
have heea pastponed indefinitely ; the decree
of the 23 per cent assignment, is therefore,
on the part of His Excellency, a vislent step
taken, on the right course, as the only visi-
ble means ol obviating the destructive ¢on-
sequences of the many vislent and illegal
steps taken by his predecessors (the con-
gresses not excepted ) in their long career on
the wrong course; and I cannot help think-
ing that it will prove a most fortuna‘e cir-
cumstance for the bond holders, that the 1st.
of October 1817 arrives during the perind
of his presidency. He has already laid the
substratum of a new and better order of
things; the state of the country and its fi-
nances presents greater facilities ftor its re-
generation than did that of Chile when Don
Ml Rearifo introduced the reforms al-
ready mentioned, and with greater power,
he has certainly not less inclination, nor
less ahility, if his mind c¢ould only he direc-
ted to the adyptiwn of similar means.

Lest a suspicim of my addictedaess to
him personally should be entertained to the
prejudice of what eredence might otherwise
be given t7» my statements respecting him,
I take occasion here ty remark that [ have
no reason to be partial t» him personally,
beyond the enurteous receptin which, as a
gentleman, he vouchsa‘es to all; that if 1 be-
lieved any other Mexican were better adap-
ted to rule the conatry, for its benefit, than
8 inla v ina, I would prefer that Mexican to
him; and that in nothing that [ have said of
his character or capacities to work out the
regeneration of this country, fertile in re-
sources, do | go beyond the opinion which
I have heard twice stated publicly, by His
Excellency General Wally Thompson, Min-
ister Plenipotentiary of the United States,
and from the extremely delicate and difficult
negotiations with this government which he
has brought to a successful issue, it must he
adinitted that he has had rare opportunities
of judging of every thing relating to the
personal character of the head of this gov-
ernment.

On a careful consideration of the present

| position of this republic, and of what finan-
“cial reiorms may be expected under a pow=
‘eriul, energetic and creative g wernmeut,
Hit is mmy conviction, that it would be the in-
terest ot the bond holders, th revert to their
originul rights, pledges and guarantees,
under the primitive contracts. They are
clearly entitled to one third of all the reve-
nues of all the maritime custom houses, and
i that should not be sufficient for all their
dividends, to as much more of the gencral
revenues as may be required to complete
their dividends, and the stipulated redemp-
tion lunds, and it is not to be supposed that
Santa Anna who has always respected the
assignments made to the British hondholders
(and he is the only Mexican president who
has done so) would ob,ect to a course so
just and natural.

Besides by adopting that course the bond
holders would only act consistently with the
opinion of their right in the similar cases of
Chile and Columbia, expressed by Lord
| Palmerston, and alterwards conlirmed by

Lord Aberdeen ty two deputations of the
| committee, of both of which 1 had the hon-
Lor to form one.  The bond hilders will have
Itlm mare confidence in asserting their origi-
| nal rights, when they know that several of
the Mexican ministers of Finance, in by-
gone years have actually recommended the
appropriation of the whole net proceeds of
all the maritime custom houses to pay the
dividends and gradually extinguish the prin-
cipal of the national debt, foreign and do-
mestic.  The ex-ministers of Finance Gop-
ostiza, Echerverria and Canseco, in their re-
spective ‘“ memorias” for 1838, 1840 and
1841 all support this application of the reve-
nues raised by the custom houses, and the
adoaption of such a course, is now the more
easy that direct taxation has been resorted
to, in aid of the general revenue,

As for the assienment of one fifth of the
duties receivable by Vera Cruz and Tampi-
o, it 13 wholly inadequate for the purposes
intended, and oueht not to be depended upon
by the bond holders,

They will remember that in 1837 and
1839, I almost stood alone in my opposition
to the first and second terms of composition
offered by the agent of Chile, on the ground
that the high-nminded people of that country
would seout arrangements so uniust to the
hond holders, so inconsistent with their re-
sources and so unworthy of their fame. I'he
increased dividends now received as com-
pared with those offered is the measure of
benelit now acerning to them, from their de-
perdence on Chillan hanesty and honor,
With the same enntidence and knowledge of
their character and resources, I now say

formed of the arrangement with their British
creditors, in nrious to their rights, and des-
tructive of their own eredit and fame as a
nation, haste th redeem the errars committed,
and resume their rank amongst hnest and
honourable nations, for which they possess
(the mast ample means, and ty develope
which, they have now a chief well able
for the task.

Although T join with the Mexican minis-
ters of Finance whom | have named. in ust

| delranded the revenue, reduced the natinn to
ban'truptey, sullied for a time, its fair fame

deery the Mexicans as a people, represent
themn as a race without any virtues, sunk in
vicius degradati n and moral corruptinn,
beneath even the hope of regeneration, On
the contrarv I believe and have found them
ty» be, in the mass, a mild, dicile, brave,
kind and warm-hearted people, of great en-
durance and capable of every improvement,
under good governmnent.

They are not naturally averse or inhospi-
table to foreigners, if the latter receive their
manifestations of good will with becoming

government with respect to foreign com-
merce and industry, may mislead foreign na-
tions int> such a belief. 1 can attest this
from my own experience in Rosarin, Tepic
and Mazatlan, where, after an absence of
thirteen years, 1 lately experienced a kind-
ness and consideration, from the inhabitants
of all classes that could not be exceeded in
my own country and amongst my own
relations.

As for the recent policy of government,
to which I have above, and in'other places
alluded, I am persuaded that it is the ema-
nation of a powerful class interest, that it has

™

that the Mexican people will, when duly in- |

severity upon their own employ(s, who have |

[ am not to be confhunded with those who |

gratitude, though the late policy of their |

not originated in the deliberate conviction
of Santa Anna and his ministers; that it will
not stand the test of experiinent, and that it
will soon give place to a policy more in ac-
cordance with the spirit of the age and the
interests of the Mexicans, in general,
Reverting to the hypothecation of 125
millions of acres of, land, under the law of
“conversion, if the bond holders fall back up-
‘on their original guarantees and assignments
' that subsequent security will naturally lapse.
It would no doubt be greatly for the interest
(of this country to cancel part or the whole
| of her debt, in the manner provided for by
(that law; it is perhaps the only means of
| preserving her sovereignty over the lands
'adjoining her nothern trontier from sea to
t sea, of improving the agriculture of her rich
| littoral on both oceans; but the Mexicans
are £0 blind to their own interest, in this re-
spect, and so wedded to their system of se-
curing the fealty of foreign colonists, by
restrictions and regulations caleulated only
ty produce the contrary cifect, and it is so
tmpassible for the bond holders individualiy
to avail themselves of the provisions rclating |
tv land, under that law, without the inter-
vention of’ a company, such us 1 have sug-
gested that it may be more for their interests
and more in accordance with the wishes of
this government, to give up all idea of com-
muting their bonds tor land, and elaim their
original rights before particularized,

Were the Mexican government ever to
act, in accordance with its plain interests,
| in the matter of colonization, it might carry
into execution, with great advantage, the
suggestions made for adoption in Canada,
by General Miller, in September, 1840,
This oflicer so highly distinguished in the
story of South American warfare, is now
here on his way to the Sandwich Islands
and others in the Pacific, as H. M’s Consul
General, &c., and knowing his intimate ac-
quaintance with the character of these peo-
ple, and how closely he has studied the
| causes which promote their prosperty or
tend to theirdecline, I very naturally availed
myself of the opportunity to consult him up-
on many points here discussed, and amongst
others that of' colonization, as a means of
developing the resources of this country and
preserving the integrity of the Northern
frontier.  This led to his showing me his re-
marks upon the colonization of Canada above
referred to, from which he kindly permits me
to make the filhwing extract:—** If | were
asked what I thought would be the best
measure to adopt, in order to inspire more
life, prosperity and contentment, into Cana-
du, of which there is 8o much need, I should
say it was to estublish military colonies, by
sclecting for that purpose, from each regi-
meut stationed in those proviners, 25 or 30
soldiers deserving reward, from length of
service or good conduct, but who should un-
derstand something of tilling the ground.
and be or become married men. 1 would
grant to each, 10) acres of land and con
tinue all of them on the strength of their
respective regiments, giving them their pay
regularly, for the syace of two years. They
should be inspected or drilled once or twice
a week, under the eye of a subaltern officer
placed in command of cach colony, but who
(at the expiration of the two years should
(re oin his eorps. At the same time, the men
should obtain their discharge hut preserve
| their arms and accoutrements, and be liable
'to be called out as volunteers or local militia,
Lin case of war or internal disturbances.

| **Thus in every direction would spring up

numerous villages and towns, composed of
iclean, hardy and robust colonists, truly
grateful, and enthusiastically loval to their
sovereign. They would afford effective aid
in preserving Canada; they would be most
interested in defending, and know how to de-
fend their own homes, against American
sympathizers, marauders and incendiaries,
and their sturdy bearing would be an effica-
cious check to dislyyal influences,

‘“ But these are not the only advantages
'to be derived from this plan of enlonization,
which would be so simple, cheap and satis-
factory to carry into execution. Without
incurring scarcely any erpence, it would af-
ford the British government an opportunity
of munificently and worthily rewarding many
brave and faithful soldiers, whose flower uf
youth or prime of manhood, has bheen spent
in the service of their country, fighting her
battles, or under rigid and monntonous dis-
cipline. The patronage invested in the com-

manding officer, of choosing 3 or 4 men
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from amongst the most deserving of each
company of their respective batallions,
would produce an excellent moral eflect in
the ranks, and if the system conld be exten-
ded to New South Wales and elsewhere, it
would not fail to create great satisfaction as
well as a stimnulus to good behaviour through-
out the British army."” :

(To be Continued.)

To tue Eptton of Tue Porvyrsian i—

Sir,—- Nations are governed among
themselves by the Law of Nature, to which
is con oined Revelation or the written word
of God. These found the sciences of Moral
Philosophy and Ethics. The epitome of
Moral science in the law of nations is, that
““ cach nation should do as wuch good lo ihe
other in pearce, and as liltle harm in war as
possible;;" a counterpart of which is beauti-
fully expressed in holy writ: ¢ Therefore all
things whalsoerer ye would that men should do
te you, do ye cven so unfo them.” Matt. vii 12,

Founded upon these maxims nations do
not require of one another what would be re-
ciprocated to their prejudice. For, although
a powerful sovereign might exact painful
compliance of a weak one, yet the ler talionis
would justify some other powerful sovereign,
perhaps more potent than the first, or a com-
bination of sovereigns, in meting out, some
way or other, the measure of his exaction,
Precedents are strong reasons in diplomacy.
One nation can equitably justify a demand
upon another by pointing it to some like de-
nand made upon a third under peculiar cir-
cumstances, and with propriety contend that
what has ever at any time been considered
Just, in its view is still so. Upon this prin-
ciple, when will the immoral doctrine of re-
pudiation in the United States, or the dis-
memberment of Poland by Russia, Austria
and Prussia, or the pretensions to maritime
search in England, be forgotten? When
will the removal of the Italian relics by
France, in contravention of the laws of war,
be forgotten ? It is for the interest of all to
keep inviolate the national code, and the
word of a sovereign expressed in a treaty,
should be deemed as sacred as the Word of
Him whose vicegerents sovereigns are. It
is not presumable to be intended to be bro-
ken, except for self preservation when the
pelitical existence of a state is in danger.,
The rules of eternal justice and morality
are a continual tacit convention between na-
tions. To imagine an intention of violating
national faith is an insult which would by
the etiquette of courts justify a refusal to
hold further intercourse with the diplomat
that discourteously used it. This is the con-
solidated guarantee of nations to each other,
in which the feeble find a powerful support.
If a sovereign can be compelled contrary to
the law of nations, to receive or to reject
aliens, or having allowed them entrance,
can be forced not to centrol or punish them
within his dominions, or can be compelled
to pass specific laws prescribed to him by
others, or to surrender to aliens privileges
and immunities cortrary to his internal poli-
cy or detrimental to his internal interests,
then here is a precedent that these or any of
these things can be done to a sovereign, and
here is an example for doing the like to
others which all feel equally the world over.
Thus the national comity, like the gentle
rules of private breeding, form a shield to
the weak and a dignifier to the powerful, by
keeping each respectfully aloof from the
other, _

Valiel in his preliminary discourse at p.
61, 62, with great propriety observes,—‘‘(hat
o belongs exclusively to each natvon to form its
own judgment of 10hat ils comscience prescribes
b it; of what it can, or cannot do; of whet is
proper,or improper forit to do, JAnd of course
U rests solely wilh it to examine and determine,




